I feel like I’m living between two worlds with how everyone’s talking.

On one hand, people talk like this is normal influenza; they talk like COVID-19 is less fatal than the typical Flu. Just a bump in the typical sickness here and there.

On the other hand, I read about The Black Death in Europe and the 1918 Spanish Flu. This will affect lots of people; this will affect everyone. Things won’t be the same.

I feel like I can only understand COVID-19 in two dimensions. The typical influenza or The Plague. If I try to conceptualize what people in Italy or Iran are going through, I have to use those two as reference points. Neither are real but they’re all I have to think about it. People are hurting and losing their loved ones but they’re all I have to understand. Their pain is a news headline to me for ad clicks.